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Home, Health & Garden Line’

The hallelujah chorus has begun because spring has sprung in all its green and sunny
glory! Birds are celebrating, buds are blooming, and we’re all itching to get outside and
get growing. So open up your windows and let the fresh, clean breezes energize you.
Then grab your sunglasses and start dusting off your garden tools to get ready for a

spring cleanup in your yard and garden.

In the News... %%

Seed Shortage Possible
Two years ago, a national salmonella scare inspired folks who had never gardened before to pick

up their hoes and plant their own veggies and fruits. The trend continued last year as the economy
sent bargain hunters into the backyard to grow their own food. Unfortunately for all gardeners—
including the seasoned green thumbers—2009 was a year when things didn’t grow so well. Bad
weather and diseases brought havoc to harvests, and because of that, the viable seeds for

the current growing season are scarcer than usual. Find out how this possible shortage may *
affect you by logging on to: http://BIT.LY/SeedShortage

This Season's Hot Topic: * *

Spring Clean Your Screens!

Screen cleaning is usually a once-a-year job, and now’s the perfect time to get it done. If you
remove your screens over the winter, they’re currently covered with dust; if you keep them on your
windows all year long, there’s a buildup of gunk on ‘em that’s ready for a good ol’ bath. Start by
wiping the mesh and frames down with a microfiber cloth, then:

* Lay the screens flat on a grassy surface that’s free of debris.

* Wet each screen with a garden hose, then dip a large sponge or soft brush into a bucket that
contains 1 part ammonia and 3 parts hot water, and rub ‘em down.

* After the ammonia has had a few minutes to loosen the dirt, scrub it off with a sponge or
brush—gently!—you don’t want to stretch or rip a screen.

* Tackle the crud in the corners with a toothbrush dipped in ammonia.

* After you’ve scrubbed the grunge off, rinse the screens thoroughly with a garden hose. Then
give them a shake or two to remove excess water, and lean them against a wall or railing so
they can air-dry before you put them back in place.

You Could Win One of Jerry Baker’s Best-Selling Books!
Pop quiz: What common supermarket item can soothe burns, eliminate I
warts, control pests in your garden, and clean scuff marks off a tile floor U= SHlarse er

lickety-split? Onions! But that’s not the only super product that leads a ATl AL
double life. If you use a common supermarket product in an uncommon CO TEST
way, we’d love to hear from you. Just log on to www.jerrybaker.com,

click on the Contest link, and share your secret.

Grandma Really Does Know Best!

Grandma always knows best, and now you can too! Just log on to
www.jerrybaker.com to get a dose of Grandma Putt’s Daily Wisdom.
You’ll find handy household helpers and much, much more.

(cont.)



Spring Awakening

Springtime is the right time to get your lawn off on the right foot—er, root. And there’s no better
way to do it than to apply my Spring Wake-Up Tonic as early as possible. Here’s how:

Mix 50 pounds of pelletized gypsum, 50 pounds of pelletized lime, 5 pounds of bonemeal, and
2 pounds of Epsom salts in a wheelbarrow. Apply the mixture to your lawn with a broadcast
spreader no more than two weeks before fertilizing. This will help aerate the lawn, while giving
it something to munch on until you start your regular feeding program.

To Aer Is Divine

Spring is also a super time to aerate your lawn. For best results, aerate the morning after you
water the grass, or else after a heavy rain—the soil will be easier to penetrate then.

After you’ve poked holes in the soil, put some sifted peat moss, dried manure, or compost
in a broadcast spreader, and apply a layer about % inch thick to the whole area. Your lawn
will love it—it’s the lawn food equivalent to a hot fudge sundae!

Move Out Those Moles!

As soon as the weather warms up, look
for new mole tunnels in your lawn. You
probably won’t get a glimpse of the
critters, but you’ll know they’re there by
the raised ridges around their burrows
and the mounds of dirt they push out

as they dig their tunnels. To send these

Mix 2 tablespoons of hot sauce, 1
tablespoon of dishwashing liquid, 1
teaspoon of chili powder, and 1 quart
of water in a bucket, then pour a little
of the tonic every 5 feet or so in the
runways to make the moles run away!

Looking for more ways to get moles
to move on? Try these in their tunnels:

v" Human hair with mothballs
v" Pieces of thorny stems

v Castor oil-soaked cotton balls
v" Mole & Gopher Repellent Spikes

One of the quickest, safest, and easiest
mole repellents is my Mole & Gopher
Repellent Spikes. Log onto www.
jerrybaker.com to order a set today.

critters on their way, try this potent tonic:

Aerating Made Easy

There’s no need to kill yourself aerating
your lawn. Just strap a pair of aerating
lawn sandals on over your shoes and take
a leisurely stroll across your grass. Each

sandal has 13 spikes that penetrate thatch
and compacted soil so your lawn can
breathe better and grow greener. Log on to
www.jerrybaker.com to order a pair.

One size fits all.

Dandelion Tea

Most folks dread dandelions popping up in
their lawn, so who knew that these bad boys
can actually be good for you? Grandma Putt,
that’s who! To cure whatever ails you—or to
keep anything away that might, mix up a
brew of soothing dandelion tea:

Put 2 teaspoons of fresh (non-chemically
treated) dandelion roots and leaves in 2
cup of spring water. Bring the water to a
boil, then remove the pan from the heat,
and let the mixture steep for 15 minutes.
Sip, and enjoy!
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Check out www.jerrybaker.com for fantastic features like:
» Jerry’s Blog about timely gardening tips and household hints.
» Critter Control solutions to battling pests and thugs in your home and garden.
» Jerry’s favorite tips and tonics—you're just a click away from a super solution.




